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A nature crossword - for older children
Fill in the missing letters

A

A colourful duck species from China

A
D

Britain’s only poisonous snake

S

A small rodent with a long tail
An animal that lives underground

M
Y

You might find a pearl in one of these
A drink made from leaves

T
D D
O

A salt-water fish in the North Atlantic
A type of bee and food
A large bird, like a vulture

K
Y

C O
B

A poisonous snake with a hood

L

A male cow
A prickly bush in hedges

W
M B
K

A type of grass which Pandas eat
A warbler, female has brown cap
A Blackbird is one of these

R N
P

T H

Have you filled in all the letters? Well done. Now all you need to do is find these three
words hidden in the answers on the page, Mammoth, Dodo and Auroch.
The Mammoth, the Dodo and the Auroch are all extinct species.
Finished? Now go to page 12 to check your answers
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A reading and drawing page for children who are
new to nature aged 4-7

I am a Deer

Draw a picture of a deer in the empty box above.

I am a deer.
I have four legs.
I have antlers.
I eat leaves and grass.
This deer has four legs and antlers. It
eats leaves and grass.
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First steps into nature
A mini-beast activity page
Mini-beasts in gardens and parks.
How many can you recognise?
Write the answers to the questions in the blue and yellow boxes.
What am I?

How many
legs do I
have?

What am I?

How many
wings do I
have?

What am I?

What colour
are my
eyes?
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Questions page for younger children
Something beginning with B

What is this bird?

I can think of a Bullfinch.

I live in Britain all year round.

How many animals, plants, insects and birds can
you think of with names that begin with the
letter B?

The feathers on my back are
green. I have red and black
markings on my head. I eat ants
and make holes in trees. I am
sometimes known as a Yaffle.

Write them down on a piece of paper.
If you can think of more than five you have done
very well.
I have thought of a few more and you will find them on page 12.
Perhaps you have thought of some that I didn’t think of.

What sort of insect are these?

Go to page 12 for the answer

FIPNUF
If you rearrange these letters you will find
the name of a popular British seabird.
Go to page 12 to find the answer

Damselflies, Darters, Demoiselles, Chasers,
Skimmers and Hawkers are all types of
…………………………….
Go to page 12 for the answer
One of these is a moth and
the other is a butterfly, but
which is which?
A

Which black and white
wild animal in Britain
lives in a sett?
Go to page 12 for the answer

Which of these
species would you see
in the Arctic? (Around
the North Pole)
Polar Bear

B

Emperor Penguin
Walrus
Reindeer
Go to page 12 for the
answers

Go to page 12 for the answer
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Can you identify the bird in the photo
above? It can often be seen visiting
garden feeders and bird tables.
Go to page 12 to check your answer
This is a
hoverfly. It
looks like a
wasp.
Can hoverflies
sting?
Go to page 12 to
find out.
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British mammals – the Mole
Moles have a pink

Moles are great

snout and tiny eyes

swimmers

Moles can
run
forwards
and
backwards
at the

Moles

same speed

have
black
velvety

Moles have

fur and

44 teeth

a short
tail

A Mole
A male Mole is called a boar, a
female Mole is called a sow and a
group of Moles is called a labour
Moles are
hunted by
cats,
dogs, owls,
foxes and
people

Moles live
underground in
tunnels
A Mole can run at
speeds of up to 4
miles an hour
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Moles are
the
fastest

Moles

eating

have

mammal.

excellent

They catch

senses of
hearing
and
touch, but
poor eye
sight

and eat
their prey
quicker
than any
other
British
mammal
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British mammals – the Mole (more facts)
Moles have powerful

Several Moles might

spade-like forelimbs and

use the same set of

claws which they use to

tunnels to get around

dig their tunnels

Moles
break up
and aerate
the
ground,
improving

A Mole

the soil

can dig

and making

up to 20

it better

metres a

for plants

day, the

to grow in

loose soil
is pushed
to the
surface
as
molehills

A Molehill can be more than 25cm across

You are more likely to see Molehills
than to see the Moles themselves

Moles are active

Mole facts

throughout the day

Moles are mammals and live

and the night

Moles eat
earthworms and

for up to six years. The
females give birth to litters
of about four young.
Adult Moles are usually less
than 15cm in length and

insect larvae
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Moles can
be found
in
grassland,
farmland,
orchards,
woodlands
and
gardens

weigh less than eighty
grams.
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Photo identification quiz for children of all ages
Below are pictures of nine birds, insects, animals and plants. How many can you identify?
Write your answers in the boxes under the pictures.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

You will find the answers on page 12
Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020
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Match the heads to the bodies of these birds
A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

K

L

Link the pictures and then name the
birds. The first one is done for you as
an example. (Answers on page 22)
A + P = Stonechat

B

+

=

C

+

=

D

+

=

E

+

=

F

+

=

G

+

=

H

+

=

I

+

=

J

+

=

M

I

N

J

O

P

Q

R

S

T
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First butterflies of the year
There is every chance that you will have seen your first butterfly of the year before the end
of February. But which will it be?
It could well be one of these.
The Brimstone, Red
Admiral, Small
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and
Comma overwinter as
adults and will sometimes
be encouraged to fly on
warm and sunny days in
January and February.

Brimstone

The Small White
overwinters as a chrysalis
and hatches out when the

Peacock

weather is warm enough.
There are several other
species which might be
seen early in the spring.
Large White, Green-

Comma

veined White, Orange-tip,
Holly Blue and Speckled
Wood can all be found
flying before the end of
March if there is a warm
spell of weather.

Red Admiral

By the end of April you
might also find Small
Heath, Dingy Skipper,

Small Tortoiseshell

Grizzled Skipper, Green
Hairstreak, Small Copper,
Common Blue and the first
migrant Clouded Yellows
and Painted Ladies.

Small White

Why not keep a note of when and where you first see each of the species? Then next
year you will be able to see whether your first sightings are earlier or later than they
were this year. It will be interesting to see how things change over the next five years.
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Answers to quizzes in the children’s section of this magazine
The answer to the Nature Crossword on page 3

Something beginning with B from page 6
Here are a few more animals, plants, insects
and birds with names that begin with a B.
Blackbird, Bat, Bluebell, Buzzard, Beech Tree
and Blue Whale.
Well done if you got all of the ones I thought
of, and congratulations if you have thought of
any others.

The answer to the muddled up
letters quiz from page 6 is
PUFFIN
The bird
pictured on
page 6 is a
Great Tit.

Answer to question on page 6
The black and white animal that lives in a
sett is a Badger.
The suggested answers for the photo identification quiz
from page 8 are below.
There are lots of other acceptable answers.

Moth or butterfly?
From page 6
A

The answer to the
‘what is this bird’ on
page 6
Green Woodpecker
(pictured below)

B

A – Argent and
Sable Moth
B – Marbled White
Butterfly
Answer to question on page 6
Damselflies, Darters, Demoiselles, Chasers,
Skimmers and Hawkers are all types of Dragonflies.
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Answer to question
on page 6.
Hoverflies do not
sting.

Answer to question on
page 6
You would see Polar
Bears, Walrus and
Reindeer in the
Arctic?
Emperor Penguins live
in the Antarctic
(Around the South
Pole)
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Blue is the colour (for butterflies)
Lots of European butterflies have blue as part of their name. Only seven of them occur regularly in
Britain. Small, Chalkhill, Adonis, Holly, Common, Large and Silver-studded. Below are twelve different
species of blue butterflies, including all seven of our blue species.

Chalkhill
Blue

Silverstudded
Blue

Lang’s
Shorttailed Blue

Long-tailed
Blue

Common Blue

Adonis
Blue

Holly Blue

Chapman’s
Blue (photo
by Richard
Lambert)

Paphos Blue

Small Blue

The Small Blue is our smallest resident
butterfly species. It occurs in scattered colonies
in Scotland, Wales and England. It flies in two
broods, between mid May and mid August.

African
Grass Blue

Large Blue

Black-eyed Blue
(photo by Richard
Lambert)

Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020

The Large Blue was declared extinct in Britain
in 1979. Since then it has been successfully
reintroduced to several sites in the south of
England. It flies from early June to mid July.
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Spring Wildflowers
Spring is a great time to get out into the
countryside to look for wildflowers. There are
so many to look for. You will find a few of the
more common ones on this page, but there are
lots more.

One of the earliest spring

so

wildflowers is the
Snowdrop. It can start to

A wildflower you will
probably smell before you
see is Ramsons. It has a

appear in January.

very strong smell of garlic.

This is Alexanders. It is
found along the sides of
roads in early spring,
usually near the coast.

The Grape-hyacinth was

The Bluebell is one of our

brought to this country as

most famous spring

a garden plant, but now

flowers. They can be

lives in the wild.

found in woodlands.

The Forget-me-not has
tiny blue flowers, so you
have to get close to see
how pretty they are.

The Oxeye Daisy looks like

The Cuckooflower attracts

a huge version of the

early butterflies especially

Common Daisy. Can grow

the Orange-tip. It flowers

to 70cm in height.

from early April.

Please don’t pick

The Coltsfoot looks a bit

Remember, Dandelions and

wildflowers. Leave them

like a Dandelion, but the

Daisies are wildflowers,

for bees and butterflies

flower has lots of thin

not weeds. Pollinating

and for others to enjoy.

yellow petals.

insects love them.
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British Nature Guide
Nine things to look for in March
On this page you will find nine things to look for in March. When you find one, put a tick
in the box in the corner of the picture. At the bottom of the page say which two you liked
the best and why you liked them so much.
Brimstone

Bank Vole

Bloody-nosed
Beetle

Lesser
Celandine

Lapwing

Red Deadnettle

Blue Tit

Coot

Scarlet
Elf-cups

My favourites were the Why I liked them -

Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020
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Spring migrant birds to watch out for
Spring migrant birds start to arrive in Britain as early as February. Many of our breeding
migrant species will have wintered in Africa or southern Europe.
One of the earliest to arrive is the Manx Shearwater, which is joined by Ring Ouzel, Wheatear,
Stone Curlew, Little Ringed Plover, Sand Martin, Sandwich Tern by the end of March.
In April migration really hots up with many more species returning to their breeding sites.
Look out for Grasshopper Warbler, Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Whinchat, Cuckoo,
Hobby, House Martin, Swallow, Tree Pipit, Turtle Dove, Nightingale, Redstart, Pied
Flycatcher, Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Wood Warbler, Osprey,
Common Sandpiper, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Yellow Wagtail, Common Tern, Arctic
Tern, Little Tern, Arctic Skua, Great Skua, Storm Petrel and Leach’s Petrel.
In May look out for Nightjar, Swift, Spotted Flycatcher, Quail, Dotterel and Roseate Tern.
Global warming has started to affect
migration and many species are arriving
back in Britain several weeks earlier
than they did even forty years ago.

One of the most eagerly awaited spring
migrants is the Swallow (pictured below). Look
out for them resting on wires after their long
flight back from South Africa.

Hunting during their migration, habitat
destruction and changing farming
practices both here and in their
wintering grounds have reduced the
numbers of some migrant species quite
considerably in recent decades.
Spotted Flycatcher, Swift, Nightingale,
Whinchat, Cuckoo and Turtle Dove have
all seen huge population declines.
So much habitat in Britain has been
destroyed to build houses and roads,
and to increase productivity on farms,
that some species can now only find
safe places to breed in nature reserves.
Changing weather patterns can also be
catastrophic for our birds, flooding
during the breeding season can wipe out
whole generations of some vulnerable
species, and very hot summers can
reduce available food and water
supplies.
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The Chiffchaff
(pictured left) is a
small brown warbler.
It can be hard to see
as it flits around the
tops of bushes and
trees looking for
insects. You will
probably hear its
“chiff-chaff” call
before you see it.
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British Nature Guide
A look at evolution - Wasps, Honey Bees and Hoverflies
Wasps and Honey Bees
Wasps and Honey Bees can sting. Wasps have yellow and black stripes. Honey Bees are the
same size as wasps and have orange and black stripes. Wasps and Honey Bees buzz loudly as
they fly. Most birds and mammals have learned it is best not to catch and eat them, because if
they do they are likely to get a painful sting.

Wasps and
Honey Bee
(top row)

Hoverflies
(bottom
row)

Look at the pictures above.
On the top row there are two different wasps and a Honey Bee. On the bottom row there are
three different hoverflies which have evolved to look like wasps and Honey Bees. Hoverflies do
not sting, but because they look like species which do sting, predators leave them alone.

How does evolution work?
All living things evolve. This means that each new generation changes slightly to help the
species to survive. A long time ago hoverflies might have been just black in colour. Predators
would have eaten them, knowing that they did not sting. One or two Hoverflies might have
hatched with yellow or orange stripes. Because they looked like a wasp or a bee they would not
have been eaten. In each new generation more stripy hoverflies would have survived and less
black ones, until eventually there were no black ones left at all.

Facts about Honey Bees, hoverflies and wasps
There is no need to be scared of Honey Bees and wasps, they will only sting if they feel threatened, so
don’t try to touch them. Hoverflies do not sting.
All of these insects do a very important job. They pollinate the flowers in our parks and gardens, and
many of the vegetables and crops in our fields. Without them we would not have enough food to eat.

Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020
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I am a garden bird with two commonly used names.

Below are the names of six wading birds
that spend the winter on the coasts
around Britain.

One of the names is Hedge Sparrow.
What is the other name?

Fill in the missing letters to find out what
they are.

S_N_E_L_N_
D_N_I_

Go to page 22 for the answer
Not an Elephant, and not a Hawk,
but a Moth. Do you know what
this species is called?

Six species of deer live in
the wild in Britain. How
many can you name?

O_S_E_C_T_H_R

Go to page 22 to check your
answer

R_D_H_N_

Every species of plant,
mammal, bird, reptile and
invertebrate that has been
identified has been given its
own scientific name. This is
often called the Linnaean
name.

T_R_S_O_E
C_R_E_
Go to page 22 to check your answers
Which these is not a
bird of prey in
Britain?

Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine
Goshawk

Whitebeam, London
Plane, Black Locust
and Common Box are
all types of what?

Go to page 22 for the answer
This blue wildflower is found on
grasslands and heaths.
What is it called?

This name is in two or three
parts and sometimes
includes the name of the
person who first discovered
the species. It is useful to
learn some of the scientific
names.
Below you will find the
scientific names for 5
common garden birds.

Go to page 22 for
answer

Parus major

Wryneck

Turdus merula

Someone who studies
birds is called a what?

Hobby

Pica pica

Sparrowhawk
Answer on page 22

Erithacus rubecula
Go to page 22 for the answer

Go to page 22 for answer

Some mammals, like the Flying squirrel, can glide from one tree to another, but there is one
type of mammal that can fly like a bird. Do you know what it is? (They do occur in Britain)
Go to page 22 for the answer

Fringilla coelebs
Go to page 22 to find out
the common names for
these species

Where in the world would you find a Wildebeest
living in the wild?

Where in the world would you find a Polar Bear
living in the wild?

Go to page 22 for the answer

Go to page 22 for the answer

Where in the world would you find a Jaguar
living in the wild?

Where in the world would you find a Platypus
living in the wild?

Go to page 22 for the answer

Go to page 22 for the answer

Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020
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Snails

(Family – Gastropods, Species – Molluscs)

These creatures evolved more than 600 million years ago. There are land snails, sea snails and freshwater snails.
Baby snails are born with an attached translucent shell which grows with them. You can tell how old a snail is by
counting the rings on its shell, as each year it produces a new ring. The shell is made from calcium carbonate. Snails
hatch from eggs and a baby snail will eat its own egg once hatched because it is high in calcium. Some snails have
lungs, some have gills, and some can have both! When snails feel threatened, they usually retreat into their shell.

Land snails can be found in most habitats and adapt to each environment. Some snails hibernate in the cold winters,
secreting mucus to cover their shell entrance and to seal themselves inside. In hot dry climates snails can cover their
shell entrance in the same way, while they wait for the start of the wet season – this is call estivation. Snails can carry
up to 10 times their own body weight, even when moving vertically. They move by producing slime which even
makes it possible to move upside down. Their bodies are flexible and can move over sharp objects without harming
themselves. Land snails are considered nocturnal and are more active at night and on cloudy days. Most land snails
are herbivores. Their tongue has several rows of tiny teeth attached to it. They don’t chew their food, they scrape it
across the rows of teeth. They have 2 sets of tentacles on their heads. The largest set has their eyes attached. They
have poor eyesight. The tentacles can rotate to give a wide range of vision. The smaller set of tentacles help with the
senses of smell and touch. Snails have no sense of hearing. Their main predators are beetles, rats, birds, mice, toads,
turtles, snakes and humans.

Sea snails are found on the seashore and throughout our seas and oceans even in the deepest ocean trenches. They
again produce a slime to help the muscular organ under their bodies to move in a rippling motion. Most of their shells
are spirally coiled, but some have a shell that is conical. Their main predators are crabs, squid and humans

Freshwater snails can be found in any stream, pond, river and pool, as long as its water contains calcium. In the
tropical and subtropical rivers of the world if a snail or its eggs are infected by a parasitic worm (schistosomiasis) the
water can be harmful for humans to drink or bathe in. Their main predators are frogs, birds and humans.

Garden
Snail

FACT FILE

Dog
Whelk

•
•
•

White
Garden
Snail

Roman Snail

•

•

•
•

Brown-lipped
Snail

Great
Pond
Snail
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The Garden Snail is one of the slowest animals in the
world.
The smallest snail Acmelia nana is only 0.7mm in
diameter.
The largest land snail is the African Giant Snail. It can
weigh up to 4.4kg.
The largest snail overall is a sea snail called the
Australian Trumpet which is 91cm long and up to 18kg
in weight
Humans eat snails. The French eat Escargot (snails). In
some countries snail’s eggs are eaten and known as
White Caviar. You can buy Winkles and Whelks at the
seaside in Britain to eat.
Some sea snails produce venom that could kill humans.
Snails are hermaphrodites (they have both male and
female reproductive organs). Some species can
reproduce by themselves, while other species find
mates and then both lay fertilized eggs.
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Which is which?
Below you will find 16 statements and 4 photos. All you have to do is link the
statements to the right photo. Answers at bottom of page.
1 - The males of this species were once
called Jacks and the females were called
Jills. They are now known as Bucks and
Does.

A - Seal

3 - This mammal eats 80% of its body

4 – This mammal lives in a roost and is

weight each day. It is a herbivore.

active at night.

5 – This is a marine mammal. It lives in
the ocean but breathes air. It come onto
land to breed, molt or escape from
predators.

6 – This mammal lives on farms and in
moorland areas. It is usually solitary and
lives on its own for most of the year.

7 – This mammal hibernates in winter. Its
heart rate drops to 20 beats a minute to
conserve energy, compared to 100 beats a
minute when flying.

B - Bat

2 - This is the only true flying mammal in
the world. It uses echolocation to navigate.

8 – The male of this species is a Bull, the
female is a Cow and the young is a Pup.

9 – These mammals live above ground.
During the day they scrape out a shallow
depression in the surface, just big enough
for them to settle in.

10 - In the autumn these mammals will carry

11 - This mammal’s knees bend in the
opposite direction to humans. The strong
tendons in their legs and feet allow them
to grip onto their roost site when resting.

12 - This mammal is covered in a fur coat.

13 -

14 - This animal is known also as a water
dog or water rat. They are strong swimmers
and can be seen during the day.

This mammal is carnivorous, usually
eating fish and sometimes sea birds.

food back to their burrows to store for the
winter. They do not hibernate but stay in their
burrows and sleep more to conserve energy.

It also has a thick layer of blubber which
keeps it warm in cold water.

C - Hare
15 - This mammal can be found around
any grassy waterways. They are also
known to weave ball shaped nests in reed
beds.

Correct statements are numbers 3, 10, 14 & 15
Correct statements are numbers 1, 6, 9 & 16

Picture C – Hare

Correct statements are numbers 2, 4, 7 & 11

Picture B – Bat

Correct statements are numbers 5, 8, 12 & 13

Picture A – Seal
Answers
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Picture D – Water Vole

D – Water Vole

16 - The young of this mammal are born
covered in fur, with their eyes open. They
can hop within minutes of being born.
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Bird photo identification quiz
Twelve British bird species to identify
A

B
A

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

Go to page 22 where you will find the answers.
Our world is worth saving – Spring 2020
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Answers to quizzes in the teen section of this magazine
Answers to bird photo quiz
on page 10
A + P = Stonechat
B + S = Lesser Redpoll
C + O = Black-headed Gull
D + Q = Herring Gull
E + T = Robin
F + R = Starling
G + N = Tufted Duck
H + M = Moorhen
I + L = Avocet
J + K = Pochard

Answer to bird word quiz
on page 18
Sanderling, Dunlin,
Oystercatcher, Redshank,
Turnstone and Curlew.

Answer to question about scientific
names on page 18
Parus major – Great Tit
Turdus merula - Blackbird

Well done if you got them
The answer to the
all.

Pica pica - Magpie

question on page 18

Erithacus rubecula - Robin

The Hedge Sparrow is
also known as the
Dunnock.

Answer to question on page 18

Not an Elephant, and not a
Hawk, but a Moth.

Answer to question
on page 18

This is an Elephant Hawk Moth
and it is found in Britain.

Which these is not
a bird of prey in
Britain?
Kestrel
Merlin

Answer to question on page 18

Six species of deer live in the
wild in Britain. How many can
you name?

Answers to bird
photo quiz on
page 21
A – Little Egret
B – Chaffinch

Peregrine

C – Crow

Goshawk

D – Yellowhammer

Wryneck

E – Collared Dove

Hobby

F – Dunlin

Sparrowhawk

G – Coal Tit

The answer is
Wryneck. A
Wryneck is a type
of woodpecker.

Red, Roe, Muntjac, Water,
Sika and Fallow.

Fringilla coelebs - Chaffinch

Answer to question on page 18

The mammal that can fly like
a bird is a BAT

Answer to question on
page 18
Whitebeam, London
Plane, Black Locust and
Common Box are all
types of TREE
Answer to question on page 18
This blue wildflower is called a
HAREBELL.

H- Pochard
I – Cormorant
J – Moorhen

Answer to question on page 18
Someone who studies birds is called an
ORNITHOLOGIST

K – Bullfinch
L – Pied Wagtail

Answers below to questions on page 18
Where in the world would you find a
Wildebeest living in the wild?

Where in the world would you find a Polar Bear
living in the wild?

Africa

In countries around the North Pole

Where in the world would you find a Jaguar
living in the wild?

Where in the world would you find a Platypus
living in the wild?

South and Central America

Eastern Australia
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All about gulls – species found in the UK
Still referred to by many coastal visitors as ‘seagulls’, the wide range of gull species in the UK are actually
distinctly different from one another. Here we focus on seven of the species you may come across during a
seaside stay or sometimes inland, including two of the more elusive species. As we will see, each gull species
has its own appearance and character which makes this bird family fascinating to study and observe.
Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus) are large and have rather a noisy
aggressive reputation. While they may appear to be numerous, a
recent decline in their wintering population has seen them fall on to
the red list (highest conservation priority) in the UK. During the
breeding season they remain a common sight at seaside resorts
(where they can be bold in scavenging food from passersby) but can
also be found the year round on reservoirs, lakes, farmland and
landfill sites. While their white plumage becomes streaky during
winter (see left) their pink legs, grey wing feathers and yellow bill
(with a red spot) remain distinctive features.

The Black-headed Gull (Chrolcocephalus ridibundus) is an amber list
species (medium conservation concern) whose name is rather
misleading as it actually has a brown head in the summer and a
white head (with a small dark blotch) for the rest of the year. In the
breeding season this species can be seen careering around wildly
and noisily, making up in presence for what it lacks in size. In the
winter months the UK population can exceed two million birds
(despite a recent decline) with arrivals from mainland Europe,
making it by far the most numerous UK gull species. As with other
gulls this species is omnivorous and increasingly to be found inland.

The Common Gull (Larus canus) is an amber list species (medium
conservation concern) whose name long gave the false impression
that this was a widespread species. As with other gulls, this species
can be rather undiscerning in its eating habits when drawn inland
during the winter months, where it can now often be seen on
farmland. For the most part this is a gentle and rather attractive
species whose subtle markings can easily be overlooked by the
casual observer. Smaller than Herring Gulls, with greenish bill and
legs and a roundish pure white head (dappled grey in winter) their
number are swelled during winter by Scandinavian birds from the
predominant population in that region.

Other gull species to look out for in the UK: Caspian Gull, Glaucous Gull, Iceland Gull and Kittiwake
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All about gulls – continued
The Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) is an amber list species
that has become seriously restricted in its range with a large
concentration of the UK’s population to be found at a small
number of sites, notably Walney Island in Cumbria. As a species
however it has spread inland in recent decades with small
gatherings to be found in winter on reservoirs, arable land and
even town centres where an easy meal is to be had. Once only a
summer visitor, some UK birds now remain the year round to be
joined by a winter influx from Scandinavia.

The Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) is on the amber list
(medium conservation concern). With its vast wingspan (150165cm), this species is a giant amongst gulls and can likewise be a
dominant presence at food sources. While also seen inland during
the winter months, it still nests almost entirely by the coast. At
distance it can be distinguished from the smaller Lesser Blackbacked Gull by its darker back and pink legs, though when in the
presence of other gulls its size makes it unmistakable. It is more
likely than other species to dine on carrion and small birds due to its
bulk and appetite.

The Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus) is slightly larger
than the Black-headed Gulls with which it is often seen. Its white
wing tips, longer darker legs and black head (when in summer
plumage) are also helpful identifiers. Like most other gull species it
is on the amber list (medium conservation concern) and despite a
small UK breeding population (around 600 pairs) can increasingly be
seen at numerous sites on the south and east coast. Once largely
restricted (as its name suggests) to the eastern Mediterranean and
Black Sea.

The Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis) was long thought to be a
sub-species of Herring Gull despite some striking differences,
notably the bright yellow legs that are its signature feature in
summer plumage. A dominant species on the Mediterranean coast,
this species is also on the amber list (medium conservation
concern) in the UK where it can largely be seen on the south coast
on migration during the summer months. Often to be seen amidst
large flocks of Herring Gulls and Lesser Black-backed Gulls, this can
make identification a challenge in the case of juveniles or birds in
winter plumage.
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Recommend a nature reserve – Hutchinson’s Bank NR
Location: New Addington, London Borough of Croydon
Size: 33 hectares
Management: London Wildlife Trust
Opening times: free access all year round
How to get there: entrances off Featherbed Lane and North Downs Road

A remarkable haven for butterflies on the edge of London: some key species below
Glanville Fritillary (left)
seen in May 2019, a
rare species normally
confined to the Isle of
Wight. Brown
Hairstreak (right) seen
in August 2019, a
highly elusive species
that favours this site.
Clouded Yellows (left)
can be found patrolling
the reserve in late
summer and early
autumn. Small Blues
(right) are abundant
with hundreds showing
on the scrape from
mid-May.

A reserve that is proving a real success story thanks to careful habitat management and the return of
traditional grazing (cattle, sheep and ponies). Now established as a prime butterfly site (last season’s
highlights included two broods of Glanville Fritillary), the steep chalk grassland slopes also present ideal
habitat for moths with over a hundred species recorded. Both Hutchinson’s Bank and nearby Chapel
Bank support a vast range of flora including rarities such as Man Orchid and Greater Yellow Rattle. Other
notable wildlife species to look out for include Badger, Roe Deer, Common Shrew, Slow-worm, Yellow
Meadow Ant, Roman Snail and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.
Left to right below: Dingy Skipper, Treble-bar, Six-spot Burnet, Silver Y and Migrant Hawker

Butterflies
No less than thirty-six butterfly species have been recorded on site including including
those featured above along with Silver-washed Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary, Marbled
White, Brown Argus, Grizzled Skipper, Green Hairstreak and White-letter Hairstreak. Much
excitement greeted the first Long-tailed Blues being seen on site late this summer, yet
another reason to pay a future visit.
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Interesting facts about our wildlife
Did you know?

In what year was
the Collared Dove
first reported as
breeding in
Britain?

The Shag has a less
commonly used name –
the Green Cormorant.

1925
1935
1945
1955

Gatekeeper above and
below.
Which is the male and
which is the female?
Go to page 42 for answer
and how to tell the difference

In Britain we have spiders that can walk
on the water. Here is one of them.
The Raft Spider Dolomedes fimbriatus is
found on bogs and wet heathlands. It can
also submerge to hide from predators.

1965
1975
Go to page 42 to
find the answer

The heaviest flying bird in Britain is the Great Bustard which can
reach weights of over 20kg.
The Great Bustard became extinct in Britain in 1832 due to
hunting and habitat loss. The species was re-introduced to
Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire in 2004.
The Wildcat is the rarest
mammal in Britain. It is
thought that less than a
hundred remain in the wild.

It was not until around 1900 that Marsh Tit and Willow Tit were
finally recognised as two different species. The current population
of Marsh Tit is around 40,000 pairs, with Willow Tit numbers being
less than 10% of that.

The Light Brown Apple Moth
Epiphyas postvittana is a
native of Australia. It was first
recorded in Britain in 1936. It
has become one of the most
common micro moths. It can be
very variable in appearance.

Most people like to see Seven-spot Ladybirds in their gardens in the
spring and summer. Some people do not know that the Ladybird
larva looks very different to the adult. Above, adult – left, larva -right.
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Starling (Sturnus vulgaris): an appreciation

“Nay, I’ll have a starling shall be taught to say nothing but ‘Mortimer’” (Hotspur in Henry IV, Part I, Act 1, Scene 3).
While rather limited songsters in their own right, Starlings have been celebrated for their skilled mimicry of other sounds and calls
since Shakespeare’s time while also a favourite of composers (in the 1780s Mozart even adopted a Starling as a pet). Having
remained an audible and gregarious presence on these shores ever since, it seems hard to accept that this widespread species, so
often seen and heard visiting our gardens, has fallen on to the red list (highest conservation priority). In truth, many of the Starlings
we see each winter are of Baltic or Scandinavian origin and their appearance serves to conceal a significant decline in the UK
population due to loss of habitat and use of pesticides.
Starlings dine on a wide variety berries, seeds and insects with their pointed bills well designed to penetrate soil even in frosty
conditions. While predominantly black in appearance, taking a close look at their markings can prove rewarding with the white spots
of winter replaced by a strikingly multicoloured iridescence in the summer. Starlings generally have one brood per year around April
with both parents sharing in the nest building and feeding of chicks.
“Starlings in vast flights drove along like smoke, mist…some moments glimmering and shivering, dim and shadowy, now
thickening, deepening, blackening” (Samuel Taylor Coleridge).
The extraordinary spectacle of Starlings performing their massed aerial movements (known as ‘murmurations’ due to the sound of
beating wings) has long captured the imagination of poets. These wonders of nature begin on late autumn evenings and continue
through the winter as small groups of Starlings gather seeking safety in numbers. In the fading light they begin to congregate en
masse over woodlands, reedbeds or coastal piers while swinging and swaying to disorientate predators. Once they descend their
closely compact bodies can raise the temperature of reed beds by five degrees as they settle through the night, then as daylight
dawns they leave as one before dispersing into small flocks.

Starlings in North America
The plight of Starlings (or European Starlings as they are known) in North America reflects how this species has become loved and
loathed in equal measure. It is generally accepted that they were first introduced on 6th March 1890 when amateur ornithologist
Eugene Schieffelin released two small flocks in Central Park, New York (his motive apparently to populate North America with all the
bird species mentioned in Shakespeare’s plays). Against the odds some of the birds found shelter and survived into spring before
breeding and slowly beginning to disperse across New York state and beyond. By 1924 Starlings had reached the southern states
(with the first being recorded in Texas) and there are now around 200 million in North America with a presence in every US state and
reaching as far north as Alaska.
As in the UK the adaptability of Starlings in the US has inevitably brought friction with many farmers seeing them as an invasive
species and a threat to crops. There too however they have found literary admirers with their murmurations celebrated in poetry
and song, most evocatively by Pulitzer Prize winner Mary Oliver in her poem Starlings in Winter.
“They are acrobats in the freezing wind…this wheel of many parts that can rise and spin…full of gorgeous life.”
With the future of Starlings uncertain, the time has come to pause and appreciate this often overlooked species.
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Moths to look out for in the springtime in
North-west England (March-May)

Waved Umber

Muslin Moth

Streamer

Angle Shades

Early Grey

Dotted Border

Common Quaker

Peppered Moth

March
Moth

Some of the other species to look out for - Lunar Marbled Brown, Early Thorn,
Hebrew Character, Brindled Pug, Shuttle-shaped Dart, Bee Moth, Least Black Arches,
Pebble Prominent, Clouded Drab, Double-striped Pug, Brimstone Moth, Clouded
Silver, Common Marbled Carpet, Garden Carpet, Flame Carpet, Orange Footman,
Heart & Dart, Marbled Minor, Flame Shoulder, Grey Dagger, White Ermine, Herald,
Powdered Quaker, The Miller, Green Carpet, Double Square-spot and The Seraphim.

Responsible moth trapping
If you do try your hand at moth trapping please make every effort to release the moths
unharmed. Research the type of trap that would best suit you best on the internet. Do not
use it every night. Please record what you find and share your records with your county
moth group.
To discover what else has been trapped in Cheshire by our team over the last few years go
to http://www.britishnatureguide.com/moths

Our world is worth saving
What–toSpring
look out2020
for in March
March is usually a quiet month in my garden with mainly dull-coloured moths in the

Above is a photo of
one of the moths
mentioned in the list
to the left. Which
species is it?
Go to page 42 for the
answer
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Recommend a nature reserve – Fermyn Woods
This site in Northamptonshire is famous for the Purple Emperor butterfly, but there are
lots of other things there to see.
Purple Emperor

Fermyn Woods Country
Park,
Lyveden Rd,
Brigstock,
Kettering NN14 3HS
Silver-washed Fritillary

All of the photographs on this page
were taken at Fermyn Woods.

Gatekeeper

White Admiral

Butterflies can emerge a few weeks
earlier or later than normal in the
season depending on the weather
conditions. Keep an eye on sightings
reported on the internet to decide on
the best time to visit.
The Fermyn Woods Country Park
covers a large area. You should allow
yourself plenty of time to explore.
There are several marked trails
through the woodlands, along with
other paths and public bridleways to
follow. With luck you will come across
other butterfly watchers and be able to
discover where your target butterflies
are showing best.

If you are looking for the
Purple Emperor then
early July is a good time
to visit. At this time of
year you might also see
Marbled White, Purple
Hairstreak and White
Admiral, Comma,
Gatekeeper, Greenveined White, Whiteletter Hairstreak, Large
Skipper, Meadow Brown,
Ringlet, Silver-washed
Fritillary, Small White
and Speckled Wood.

This is also a good
site if you are
interested in birds,
wildflowers,
dragonflies and
other invertebrates.

Six-spot
Burnet

Comma
Yellow-wort
Ringlet
Four-spotted Chaser
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British Nature Guide on
tour
A look at wildlife and wild places outside Britain
One of Europe’s most important wetland areas – Parc Natural de s'Albufera de Mallorca
I first visited the Parc Natural de
s'Albufera de Mallorca in 1981. Its
future looked bleak at that time and
efforts had been made over many
years to drain the marsh. It was
finally saved when it was given
official recognition as a Parc Natural
in 1988.
Heron and Egret
species which can be
seen on the reserve

The Parc protects around 4000 acres
and stretches for more than 5
kilometres from north to south. There
are hides overlooking reedbeds and
marshes and plenty of walking trails.

Fan-tailed
Warbler

Red-knobbed Coot

Special birds of prey to
watch out for on
passage

Grey Heron, Purple
Heron, Great White
Egret, Little Egret,
Bittern, Little Bittern,
Night Heron, Squacco
Heron and Cattle
Egret.
Attempts to
reintroduce this rare
duck species to the
reserve in the early
2000s were
unsuccessful. What
was the species?
See page 42 for answer

There is an area of disused
saltpans in the reserve and a
water treatment works
(depuradora) borders the
reserve. These add variety to
the habitat and increases the
number of bird species which
can be seen.
More than 270 species have
been seen on the reserve, and
more than 60 breed.

Woodchat
Shrike

Honey Buzzard
Black Kite
Montagu’s Harrier
Hobby
Red-footed Falcon

Cattle Egret

The Parc is a great place for warblers and
almost anything can turn up. During
migration time keep an eye out for Cetti’s,
Fan-tailed, Grasshopper, Moustached, Sedge,
Reed, Great Reed, Olivaceous, Icterine,
Melodious, Spectacled, Sardinian,
Whitethroat, Garden, Blackcap and Bonelli’s.

< Young Black-winged Stilt

Black-winged
Stilt
The Parc is also a great place for
invertebrates. Look out for
butterflies, moths, bees and
dragonflies.
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Eleonora’s Falcon breeds
on the island and feeds
over the marsh.

In the early summer there is
always a good chance of seeing
Serin, Woodchat Shrike,
Nightingale, Hoopoe, Red-rumped
Swallow, Kentish Plover, Stone
Curlew, Black-winged Stilt, Redcrested Pochard, Marbled Duck,
Red-knobbed Coot and Purple
Swamphen.
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Photo identification quiz
Fifteen European bird species to identify (Some do visit Britain)

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

Go to page 42 where you will find the answers.
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Holiday memories – Butterflies in France
T

By Lynda Lambert

On the last holiday to La Brenne in 2013 with my now
late husband Richard, we drove over to the Reserve
Pinail, which is well known for its many species of
dragonflies. Of course butterflies love the reserve too,
and whilst resting from the heat of the midday sun,
and enjoying a picnic, a beautiful Silver-washed
Fritillary chose to alight on my neck.
It was a very hot day and my skin was glistening
(sounds so much nicer than perspiring), and
obviously attracted this lovely butterfly. Not wanting
to deprive it of its sodium fix, which is so important to
butterflies, I just let it tickle my neck as it moved
around from the front to the back.

Lesser Purple Emperor
photos by Richard Lambert
(above and below)

After at least ten minutes it was still there and my
husband had wandered off to look at a butterfly he
had noticed flying into a tree 20 metres away. He
called me over excitedly, as he had found a Lesser
Purple Emperor.
I grabbed my camera and leapt up from my chair,
temporarily forgetting my new friend hanging around
my neck, and hurried over to the tree hoping to see a
butterfly I had rarely seen. I was craning my neck to
get a good look at it when I saw a flash in front of my
face. The Silver-washed Fritillary had still been
attached to my neck, and had been displaced
momentarily, but soon settled back on me.
My husband was tickled pink at this episode, even
more so when he heard me talking to the insect,
telling it I wanted to take some photos so I was calling
time on our intimate little interlude. It allowed me to
gently put my finger up to it whereby it climbed on to
it and I transferred it to some nearby flowers. By then,
the Lesser Purple Emperor had flown!

Silver-washed Fritillary
(above and below)

Wildlife experiences like this are memories I will never
forget, they are, to me, very special.
Go to the next page to see more butterfly photos taken
by Richard Lambert in France.
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Butterflies in France
Photos by Richard Lambert
Apollo

Cleopatra

France has lots of
butterflies, many of which
do not occur in Britain.
Here are a few taken by
Richard Lambert on trips
across the channel.

Black-veined
White

Geranium
Argus
Knapweed
Fritillary

Scarce
Swallowtail
Map

Southern
White
Admiral

Spotted
Fritillary

Purple-shot
Copper
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Birds in Cuba

Cuba is a wonderful Island to visit. In my experience the people are friendly, and the wildlife is
exceptional. More than 400 species of bird have been identified on the island, of which 25 are
considered to be endemics.
The species on this page were all seen in a two week family holiday to Guardalavaca in Holguin
Province in February/March 2018. We were lucky to go out on two birding trips with a local guide,
which allowed us to see a few species which did not occur within walking distance of the hotel,
including the Cuban Trogon, the national bird. Unfortunately we were unable to get good photos of
the Trogon.
Cuban Blackbird

Cuban Pygmy Owl

Cuban Tody

Cuban Gnatcatcher

Cuban Emerald

Roseate Spoonbill
Cuban Green Woodpecker
Cuban Martin

Cuban Vireo

Western Spindalis
Smooth-billed Ani

La Sagra’s Flycatcher
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Bottle-nosed Dolphin

Canary Speckled Wood

Canary
Islands
Chiffchaff

The Canary Islands
are located off the
coast of Africa.
There are species on
the islands that we
do not see in
Britain.

Plain Tiger

Canary Lizard
Adonis Ladybird

Canary

La Palma is a small
island covering just
over 700 square kms,
but there are several
Canary Islands
endemic bird species
to enjoy. See below.

Geranium Bronze

Wildlife on and around
La Palma in the Canary
Islands
Some species you see
in La Palma will look
slightly different to
what you might
expect. Quite a few
are different subspecies or races.

Potter
Wasp

There are only about
20 species of butterfly
on the island. Look
out for Monarch,
Plain Tiger, Canary
Large White and the
Canary Red Admiral.

Southern
Green
Shieldbug

Many people think
the Canary Islands
were named after the
Canary. In fact, they
were originally known
as the “Islands of the
Dogs”- Insula Canaria.

Raven
Napoleon Spider

Kestrel

Chaffinch

Canary Island Bellflower

Bird watchers will not see a lot of species on a trip to La Palma, but they will have a chance of seeing
some really good species including Bolle’s Pigeon, Laurel Pigeon, Berthelot’s Pipit, Spectacled Warbler,
Canary Islands Chiffchaff, Canary Islands Goldcrest, Canary and the island race of Chaffinch.
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British Nature Guide on
tour (close to home)
Common Blue

Dark Green Fritillary
Meadow Brown

Speckled Wood

Ringlet

There are some great
sites to watch butterflies
in Wales and lots of
species to look for. All of
the photos on this page
were taken in North
Wales.

Dark Green Fritillary
If you want to see
Pearl-bordered
Fritillary, Grizzled and
Dingy Skippers head for
the Montgomeryshire
Wildlife Trust reserve at
Llanymynech Rocks.

Pearl-bordered Fritillary

The Butterfly
Conservation reserve at
Eyarth Rocks near
Ruthin has both Pearlbordered and Small
Pearl-bordered
Fritillaries.

Butterflies in
North Wales
Small Tortoiseshell

Large Skipper
Why not have a look at
the Great Orme in early
July? On a sunny day
you will be rewarded
with Grayling, Silverstudded Blue and Dark
Green Fritillary.

Grayling

Silver-studded
Blue

Silver-studded Blue

South Stack RSPB
reserve on Anglesey is a
good site for Silverstudded Blue, Wall
Brown and Painted Lady.
Pick a day when the
wind is not blowing.

Wall Brown

Small Heath

Small Skipper

Other species to look out for in North Wales - Red Admiral, Comma, Small Copper, Brimstone, Large
White, Small White, Green-veined White, Orange-tip, Green Hairstreak, Purple Hairstreak, Brown
Argus, Holly Blue, Peacock, Silver-washed Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, Gatekeeper and Large Heath.
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Acorn Woodpecker

Woodpeckers and
Warblers in North America

There are some fabulous birds in North America,
some have quite restricted ranges, so don’t
expect to see them all on one trip.
A good way to see a wide range of species is to
make a trip to their wintering grounds. Cuba and
the Caribbean coast of Mexico are both good
sites to consider.
On this page you will find a few of the
Woodpeckers and Warblers you might hope to
find in Canada and the USA.

Golden-fronted
Woodpecker
Yellow-throated Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Northern Flicker

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Prairie Warbler
Palm Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Nuttall’s
Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

With more than 20 species of woodpecker, and
more than 40 species of warbler regularly
occurring in North America you will not be
disappointed if these are your favourite types of
birds.

Yellow
Warbler

Make sure you take plenty of reference material
and learn some of the calls before you go. Get
lots of photos to help with identification of any
you are not sure of at the time.
What is the rarest warbler species in North
America? (see page 42 for answer)
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New decade, same challenges
It’s time to turn the heat down
Climate Crisis - there are lots of things we can do as individuals to reduce the pressure on our world.
World governments seem to like the date 2050, perhaps it is because is a long way off. It gives the spin
doctors time to come up with catchy slogans, visions, plans and names for their targets, such as Climate
Neutral Economy, net zero greenhouse gas emissions, green economy and the very positive sounding
decarbonisation. I may just be being sceptical, but it seems to me that our leaders are stalling for time
rather than acting, and leaving the hard decisions for someone else to make at a later date. The time for
planning is over. The time for action is now. The longer world governments delay, the more the situation
will deteriorate.
Thanks to scientists and researchers we are starting to discover the impact of the foods we eat. The
production of a meal sized portion of beef can produce as much as 15kgs in greenhouse gas emissions. A
serving of lamb or prawns, or a bar of chocolate can produce more than 5kgs.
In Britain heating our homes/properties and transport are the highest sources of greenhouse gases.
Electricity production and aviation make another two significant contributions. Household waste also
produces a large amount of greenhouse gases.
As individuals we need to be more aware of the impact our diet can have on our world. Eat locally
produced seasonal foods whenever we can. We need to turn off electrical appliances when they are not
in use. If we travel long distances within Britain, use rail rather than flying whenever possible. Rail travel
produces a lot less greenhouse gas emissions that flying does. When you go food shopping only buy what
you need. Don’t be tempted by the buy one, get one free offers when you know that you won’t be using
everything that you buy.
Try to cut your car mileage, even a few hundred miles over a year can make a difference. Walk to the
shops or school whenever you can, and wherever it is safe or practical to do.
If you do fly, try to cut the number of times you travel by plane. A relatively short flight from London to
Madrid can pump 120kgs of CO2 into the atmosphere for every person on board. One hundred people on
a plane = 12000kgs of CO2.

Below are a few facts and figures I have found on the internet. I cannot guarantee their accuracy.
Travelling a mile by train
produces 14g of CO2 per
person. By car the figure
is 158g (for the vehicle)
and by plane it is 285g.

China produces the
most CO2 emissions per
year. Nearly 10,000
million tons. Around
27% of global emissions.

Global warming is now
on the political agenda.
This is perhaps the most
positive development
over recent years.

In 1990 two-thirds of our
electricity in Britain was
produced by coal. In
2018 the figure was
around 10%.

Antarctica lost around
127 billion tons of ice
every year between 1993
and 2016.

Global sea levels have
risen by around 8 inches
in the last century due to
global warming.

Between 2017-2018 it is
estimated that
production of
greenhouse gases in
Britain dropped by 3%.

The UK produces
around 360 million tons
of CO2 per year. Nearly
40% less than in 1990.
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Great naturalist explorers of the 20th Century
At the start of the 20th Century large parts of the world had still not been visited by scientists and
explorers. Great discoveries were still to be made in Australia, Africa, South America and Asia.
The human population in 1900 was 1.6 billion, and the wilderness areas seemed limitless. By the end
of the century the human population had quadrupled to over 6 billion, many wilderness areas had
been fragmented and much of the teaming wildlife that had lived in them had been wiped out.
As the 21st Century began the rainforests in the Amazon, the Congo and in Southeast Asia held the
last great unexplored regions on the planet. Elsewhere, what remained of the wild world hung on in
isolated parks, reserves or refuges. A century of destruction in the name of progress.
Since Roman times animals had been captured from the wild and displayed in zoos as natural
curiosities. Many had been killed to provide entertainment. In places, this still goes on today. Big
game hunters had been considered heroic and brave characters. Fortunately, during the 20th
century society’s attitude towards wild animals gradually began to change.
As human numbers increased and wildlife became rarer, hunters and naturalists started to realise
that wild animals would not be able to maintain their numbers indefinitely. Early in the century the
Passenger Pigeon died out after years of intense human hunting pressure. Going from being the
most numerous bird in the world (possibly 5,000,000,000 birds) to extinction in only a hundred
years. The Carolina Parakeet suffered the same fate. It seemed possible that many more iconic
species would share their fate and the fate of the Dodo, the Steller’s Sea-cow and the Great Auk.
It started to look as if people and wildlife could not coexist.
Gradually some far-sighted hunters and naturalists started to become conservationists.

Sir David Attenborough

Gerald Durrell

When Sir David started his TV career it was
still acceptable to collect animals from the
wild. For ten years from 1954 he featured in
Zoo Quest. Each series of programmes was a
record of expeditions to capture rare animals
to be displayed in zoos.
These programmes brought the threats faced
by wildlife to the attention of the wider public.
Sir David has moved on to write and present
some of the best natural history programmes
ever produced and motivated many people to
work towards protecting the natural world.

Gerald started his career by travelling to exotic
countries collecting animals which he brought
back to sell to zoos in Britain. He moved away
from collecting for display, and towards
collecting endangered species and setting up
captive breeding programmes to ensure their
survival.
Gerald set up his own zoo on Jersey. The zoo
continues with the conservation work and has
helped to save the Mauritius Kestrel, the
Ploughshare Tortoise and Madagascar Pochard
(as well as a lot of other species) from extinction.

Jacques-Yves Cousteau
Better known as Jacques Cousteau. He was a conservationist, explorer and film maker and brought
life under the oceans to the attention of millions of people through his TV programmes, famously
filmed from his boat the Calypso. In all, between 1966 and 1997 he made around 120 documentaries,
many about diving around ship wrecks, but others concentrating purely on sea creatures such as
sharks and dolphins, bringing them to TV screens for the first time. He died in 1997 at the age of 87.
During the early 1940s in France he played a prominent role in the development of the aqualung.
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Great naturalist explorers of the 20th Century (cont)
In 2017, Cascolus ravitis a fossil crustacean which
lived around 430 million years ago, was named in
honour of which Naturalist who grew up on the
University College campus in Leicester?

The great naturalist John James
Audubon (1785-1851) travelled across
North America in search of birds which
he painted in life size and in great detail.

Answer on page 42

In order to fit his paintings to the pages
for his monumental book The Birds of
America, some of the poses were quite
unusual. If you get a chance, have a look
at the pictures of the American Flamingo
and Great Blue Heron.

Below you will find a few more important 20th century
Naturalists you might like to research a little further.
Steve Irwin, the
Crocodile Hunter, an
Australian wildlife expert
and environmentalist.

Tej Kumar Shrestha, a
Nepalese naturalist,
zoologist, author and
conservationist.

Sir Peter Scott, a British
ornithologist who
founded the World
Wildlife Fund.

Chico Mendez, Brazilian
environmentalist and
rubber-tapper who was
assassinated in 1988.

Dian Fossey, an
American primatologist
and conservationist who
was murdered in 1985 in
Rwanda. Dedicated her
life to the study of
Mountain Gorillas.

Dame Jane Goodall, a
British primatologist and
conservationist. Jane
founded the Goodall
Institute. Studied wild
chimpanzees in Tanzania
for more than 50 years.

The finished book covered 497 species.
Several of the species in the book have
since become extinct including the Great
Auk, Carolina Parakeet, Eskimo Curlew,
Labrador Duck and Passenger Pigeon.
When copies of the book produced
between 1827 and 1838 come up for sale,
they generate a lot of interest and sell for
millions of pounds.
Although Audubon was a naturalist in
the 19th Century I have included him on
this page because his work inspired
countless others to follow in his
footsteps.

Some well-known species discovered in 20th Century,
along with their less well-known discoverers.
The Mountain Gorilla, a sub-species of the Eastern Gorilla, was
discovered in 1902 by a German military officer Captain Robert von
Beringe in central Africa.
The Okapi was unknown to science until 1890 when the explorer Sir
Henry Morton Stanley first reported seeing one. In 1901 British
explorer Sir Harry Hamilton Johnston sent some hide from an
animal back to the British Museum and the species was officially
discovered.
The Coelacanth was discovered by Miss Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer
off the coast of East London in South Africa in 1938. Before this
time the species had only been known from fossils. It had been
thought to have become extinct 65 million years ago.
Komodo Dragon was first described in 1910 by Lieutenant van
Steyn van Hensbroek. The species was found on the Indonesian
Island of Komodo. They can grow to three metres in length and prey
on mammals, birds and reptiles.
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Some species which
became extinct during the
20th Century
Passenger Pigeon (once
the most numerous bird in
the world) Extinct in 1914.
Thylacine, or Tasmanian
Tiger. Extinct in 1936
Golden Toad of Costa Rica.
Became extinct in 1989.
Caspian Tiger. Last seen in
1970, finally declared
extinct in 2003.
These are only four
examples of recent
extinctions. Thousands
more species face
extinction.
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Odds and Ends page
Which bird had the local name of Ox-bird in parts of
Britain, at least until the 1960s?
I wonder if anyone still uses this name?

What are the birdies? Name the two
species in the picture below. (Just for
fun of course)

Go to page 42 for the answer

Go to next page for answer

Some bird species have different common names
in America to those used in Britain.
Below are fourteen American names. Some are
fairly easy to work out, others bear no
resemblance to the names we use. Do you know
what we would call each of the species in Britain?
1. Common Merganser
2. Horned Grebe
3. Eared Grebe
4. Winter Wren
5. Barn Swallow
6. Northern Shrike
7. Dovekie
8. Common Murre
9. Mew Gull
10. Parasitic Jaeger
11. Red Phalarope
12. Black-bellied Plover
13. White-winged Scoter
14. Tundra Swan

One of the most fascinating plants you will find in
boggy and fens is the carnivorous Sundew.

Go to page 42 for the answers
How well do you know
your British moths?

How well do you know
your British moths?

Can you identify this
species?

Can you identify this
species?

It flies between May and
August.

It flies between June and
July.

Go to next page for answer

Go to next page for answer
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If you go to
Florida make
sure to watch
out for the
display of the
State Bird, the
Northern
Mockingbird.
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Answers to quizzes in the family and adult sections of this issue
15 European bird species to
identify from page 31 - answers
A - Sylvia melanothorax (Cyprus Warbler)
B - Glareola pratincola (Collared Pratincole)

Answer to question
on page 41.
The bird known in
Britain as the Oxbird was the Dunlin.

C - Ciconia ciconia (White Stork)
D - Cyanopica cyanus (Azure-winged Magpie)
E - Serinus serinus (Serin)
F - Ichthyaetus audouinii (Audouin's Gull)
G - Sternus unicolor (Spotless Starling)
H - Upupa epops (Hoopoe)
I - Porphyrio porphyrio (Purple Swamphen)
J - Fulica cristata (Red-knobbed Coot)
K – Himantopus himantopus (Black-winged
Stilt)

The two birds merged
into one photo on the
previous page are
Great Crested Grebe
and Canada Goose.
(Not to scale)
Answer to question
on page 26.

L - Passer hispaniolensis (Spanish Sparrow)
M - Anthus campestris (Tawny Pipit)

The Collared Dove
was first reported
as breeding in
Britain in 1955.

N - Estrilda astrild (Waxbill)
O - Charadrius alexandrinus (Kentish Plover)

Birds with different common
names in America and
Britain.
Answers to quiz on page 41.
1. Goosander
2. Slavonian Grebe
3. Black-necked Grebe
4. Wren
5. Swallow
6. Great Grey Shrike
7. Little Auk
8. Guillemot
9. Common Gull
10. Arctic Skua
11. Grey Phalarope
12. Grey Plover
13. Velvet Scoter
14. Bewick’s Swan
Species are being split all the
time. Apologies if any on the
list are no longer correct.
How well do
you know your
British moths?

How well do
you know your
British moths?

Answer to
question on
previous page.

Answer to
question on
previous page.

The Miller
Acronicta leporina

Scarce Silver-lines
Bena bicolorana

Answer to question on page 30
Attempts to reintroduce this rare duck
species to the Parc Natural de s'Albufera
de Mallorca in the early 2000s were
unsuccessful. What was the species?

Answer - White-headed Duck
Answer to question from
page 26. Gatekeeper male
above and female below.
Male has a ‘sex brand’
mark in the orange patch
on the forewing.

Answer to question on page 37

The rarest warbler species in
North America is the
Kirtland’s Warbler. Only
about 400 birds remained in
Michigan in 1971.
Conservation efforts since
then have increased the
population to around 4000
birds.

Answer to
question on
page 28. This
is a Lunar
Marbled Brown
Drymonia
ruficornis.
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Answer to question on page 40

In 2017, Cascolus ravitis a fossil
crustacean which lived around
430 million years ago, was
named in honour of Sir David
Attenborough who grew up on
the University College campus
in Leicester.
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British Nature Guide on
tour in Norway

In

Recommend a nature
reserve – Whixall Moss

Our
Butterflies
and their
favourite
plants

Nature
crossword
for older
children

summer 2020
e-magazine

Information about the British Nature
Guide website
www.britishnatureguide.com
If you have enjoyed reading this emagazine then you might like to check
out our website. It is a photographic
record of the wildlife seen by our team,
focusing mainly on British species, but
also including some species seen on
trips abroad.
More than 1800 species of British
invertebrates, birds, plants, mammals,
reptiles, fungi and amphibians are
featured.
There are moth trap record pages,
photographic site reports for some great
places to see wildlife, photo quizzes and
individual species pages for all of the
species we have seen in this country.
To encourage children to develop a love
for nature we have set up a Resources
for Children section where you will find
photographs, fact sheets and activity
sheets about mini-beasts, birds,
mammals, amphibians, reptiles and
plants. This section is aimed mainly at
children from 4-12 years old. All of the
resources are free to enjoy, download
and to use for non-profit purposes by
teachers, childminders, parents and all
other child-carers.
All of the photographs in this emagazine are © Nature Apps UK
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Some of
our most
colourful
Moths

Summer
along the
North
Wales coast

Our world needs
your help.
Do whatever you
can.
Please don’t do
nothing!

Our world is worth saving –
So let’s save it!
Our next emagazine
should be
released at the
end of May
2020. Don’t
forget to watch
out for it.
Thank you from all of our team for taking the time to
read this e-magazine.
If you have enjoyed reading it, please tell your friends
about it.
For fun, for knowledge, for nature and for future
generations.
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